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â€œA work of tremendous originality and insight. ... Makes you see the world

differently.â€•â€•Washington Post Translated into twenty languages ?The Future of Freedom ?is a

modern classic that uses historical analysis to shed light on the present, examining how democracy

has changed our politics, economies, and social relations. Prescient in laying out the distinction

between democracy and liberty, the book contains a new afterword on the United States's

occupation of Iraq and a wide-ranging update of the book's themes.
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I only became of Dr. Zakaria recently, when I read a piece he wrote called "The Arrogant Empire," a

incisive piece on the hubristic and messianic foreign policy of the Bush Administration. After a little

research I quickly discovered that Dr. Zakaria is some kind of foreign-policy wunderkind, who

became an editor of the presitigious magazine Foreign Affairs at the age of twenty-eight. This book

clearly demonstrates that his precipitious climb to the top of the intelletual heap of America is

certainly well-deserved.This book is a remarkable guide to the major challenges, both foreign and

domestic, that face America in the twenty-first century. The thesis of this book is essentially that too

much democratization and decentralization, two notions that are often hailed as universally good,

can be disasterous. This argument is not new, as Dr. Zakaria readily admits. What is new is the

contextualization of these problems to the modern world.The author brilliantly analyzes both foreign

and domestic policy through the prism of what he calls "Illiberal Democracy." The analysis is both



lucid and cogent, and it is remarkable how much insight exists on every page. Dr. Zakaria is a

polymath with prodigious analytical ability, and, as a result, both knowledge and sagacity ooze off

the page.The book ranges from topic to topic, yet still remains coherent. Dr. Zakaria ranges from

topics such as Islamic Fundamentalism, to the decline of Congressional presitige on the national

political stage, to the virtual disintigration of good governence in the state of California. Despite his

reputation as a foreign policy maven, his analysis of domestic affairs is also brilliant:"The

deregulation of democracy has gone too far ...

America has been fortunate in the last fifty years to have had brilliant authors plotting both the

possible and plausible courses of her foreign policy. There are few seminal works though - ones that

somehow palpably alter the structures within which everything we consider must necessarily be

examined. After Sir Winston's Churchill's warnings of an Iron Curtain descending across Europe, we

were given the equally prophetic George F. Kennan who wrote his famous article in Foreign Affairs.

As the decades clicked by and liberal democracy seemed to progress unchecked, Francis

Fukuyama presented his "The End of History and the Last Man." Another decade sped by, and as

globalization and interdependence became the focus for international theory academics, pundits,

and practitioners alike, Samuel P. Huntington alerted the world to another problem in his "The Clash

of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order" (again first printed in Foreign Affairs). More

recently we've been given Robert Kagan's "Of Paradise and Power," which, while it certainly puts

the trans-Atlantic relationship in perspective for us, the world remains a bit hazy. This is especially

true if one considers that neither Huntington nor Fukuyama has been unequivocally disproved; and

hence, the world seems all the more complex.Hence, Fareed Zakaria arrives on the doorstep of our

minds, and like those before him, offers his book as a substitute for a crystal ball. Indeed, Dr.

Zakaria has received favorable reviews by Huntington, which accurately note that this is a study that

hasn't been articulated since Aristotle and Tocqueville. The major premise is this: unregulated

democracy undermines liberty and the rule of law. There are a plethora of parallels to be drawn from

this domestically (e.g.
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